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With generous support from our fabulous slate of sponsors, St. John’s welcomes thousands of folks for FREE evenings 
of song and dance on five Thursday nights throughout the summer!

The Summer Concert Series has come a long way from its humble beginnings in 1997 with a  modest attendance of fewer 
than 100 fans. With 18 seasons under our belt, it is not unusual to have 2,000 fans gathered to enjoy one of our concerts 
during the season, with season attendance around 9,000. 

Why does St. John’s Foundation provide a free concert series? 
• Concerts bring joy to our seniors, their families and our staff.
• Concerts allow our residents to welcome you to their home and into the life of our dynamic campus.
• Concerts provide a precious occasion for interaction and sharing across the generations.
• Best of all, they are a lot of fun and help make our community a great place to live.

Thanks to all attendees, sponsors, volunteers, and all other friends of the St. John’s Summer Concert Series for your 
participation and support in making the Concert Series a summer tradition for the community of Billings!

Smart answers everywhere you turn.

MAJOR SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
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SERIES SPONSORS

DALE & JENNIFER HAARR

STEVE SIMONSON



Pg. 2

firstinterstate.com

It’s you and  together.
PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 

ST. JOHN’S SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

It’s bigger 
  than banking.



SODEXO IS PROUD TO SUPPORT  
THE ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN MINISTRIES 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

SENIORS

Questions:
Linda Keefe • 858-226-0998 linda.keefe@sodexo.com
www.sodexoUSA.com

DINING & NUTRITION | FACILITIES MANAGEMENT | HEALTH & WELLNESS
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Today, you’ll be treated like  
a person, not a patient.
With primary care clinics in and around Billings, we get to 
know your whole family and work with your schedule; not 
the other way around.

You’ll appreciate:
•  Comprehensive medical care for the whole family
• Same-day access
•  In-house labs and x-ray capabilities

To receive compassionate care from any of our board 
certified physicians in your neighborhood, call one of our  
St. Vincent Physicians Billings locations today.

Broadwater
2019 Broadwater 

Avenue
406-237-5200

Heights 
Family Practice

32 Wicks Lane
406-237-8300

North Shiloh
2223 Mission Way

406-237-8989

West Grand Family Medicine
2750 Grand Avenue

406-237-5353

Laurel
1035 1st Avenue

406-628-6311
svphysicians.org
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DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE FOOD COURT! 
Wilcoxson’s ice cream, candy, soft drinks, and bottled water 
are available at the concession stand located in the food court 
area. Thanks to our concession stand sponsors, a percentage 
of the concession revenue will benefit a variety of charitable 
organizations volunteering each evening.

Porta Potties are located northeast of the Food Court.

The campus of St. John’s Lutheran Ministries is smoke-free.

Be considerate and safe! Hard balls such as baseballs, 
footballs, golf balls, etc. are not allowed on the lawn. 

For the safety of your children we ask that you do not leave 
them unattended, especially around the fountain and ponds.

Pets are welcome at St. John’s, but please respect others. 
Please pick up after your pets, and if they are barking or 
making noise, take them elsewhere.

Thank you for respecting the space that has been reserved 
for our residents’ use. 

•• Use reserved parking for handicapped guests.

• • Curbside drop-off and pick-up for your 
convenience.

•• Continuous shuttle service for all guests  from 
the parking area south of campus.

• • Comfort is king... remember to bring a blanket 
or lawn chair!

PARKING FOR 2016



THE DEEPER THE ROOTS, 
THE GREATER THE COMMITMENT

PayneWest Insurance
3289 Gabel Road • Billings, Montana  59102

(406) 238-1900

PayneWest.com/Billings

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance • Health Insurance • Surety

At PayneWest Insurance, we’re strongly committed 
to the communities we’re proud to call “home.” Learn 
more at PayneWest.com.
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CONCESSION VOLUNTEERS:

HOSPITALITY TENT SPONSOR:

When you take Celtic, Spanish, and 
Italian Music, and mix it up, you get 

the true nature of the Black Irish. For twenty-
five years this band has created an original 
sound that no other band has. With over 500 
concert performances to date and airplay 
around the world, the band has kept very 
busy spreading their brand of progressive 
folk music to a large audience. Performing 
both traditional and original music the band 
is very focused on presenting acoustic music 
in a very exciting up-beat way that appeals 

to all ages. The band has written and recorded over 96 original songs that appear on any 
of the bands twenty-fve CD recordings. Many of the original works written by the band 
are based on Celtic history.

Patrick Michael Karnahan and Richard Restivo met on the set of “Back to the Future III” 
in 1989. This is when the idea of the Black Irish Band began to first bloom. Both Patrick 
and Rick were in the “Hill Valley Brass Band,” while future band mate Steve McArthur was 
given a speaking role as festival man #1. During filming breaks, Patrick and Rick began 
to formulate the idea for a traditional folk group that would cross cultural and musical 
boundaries...an acoustic folk band with no limits! At the first band meeting the name Black 
Irish was chosen. The strong vocals and up-tempo instrumentals breathe new life to old 
songs and present original material with a distinctive flair. The original songs of Patrick 
Michael Karnahan have received considerable airplay on various folk-rock and public 
radio stations.A C T I V E  S E N I O R  L I V I N G
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CONCESSION VOLUNTEERS:

HOSPITALITY TENT SPONSOR:

John began playing the piano at the age 
of 5 while living on an isolated ranch in 

Southeastern Montana. There was no TV, but 
there was a piano. At age 11 he picked up 
trombone to play in the grade school band. 
After graduating in 1996 from Montana 
State University-Billings with a BA in Music 
Performance, John moved to Los Angeles 
to earn his Master of Fine Arts in Western 
Orchestral Trombone Performance from 
California Institute of the Arts.

After 16 years in Los Angeles, John is currently on staff in Montana at MSU Billings as a 
Jazz, music theory, low brass and World Music instructor. He also maintains a private studio, 
ranging from beginning to college level musicians, teaching brass skills, classical repertoire, 
production, jazz and commercial theory and improvisation. Along with his private studio, he 
regularly works and performs as a clinician and guest artist in schools, continuing to hone 
his skills as an educator by sharing the “real world” of music with his students.

John is active in the Montana and Los Angeles performing and studio scenes as an 
arranger, bandleader, session player and composer. Most recent works are the new Dr. 
Dre production, “Straight Outta Compton,” and Ricardo Lemvo’s new Cuban-West African 
album.

When not dabbling in the world of music, John is likely found coaching soccer or wandering 
through the hills and rivers with his wife and children.

Free Will Offering for Resident Needs Fund
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CONCESSION VOLUNTEERS:

HOSPITALITY TENT SPONSOR:

In 1997, a small group of physicians began 
gathering regularly to play music and relax 

away from the pressures of their vocation. 
Bob Snider, Mac McClave, and Doug Ezell 
would play and sing old folk tunes and rock 
standards. After a while, though, they added 
two more doctors: Hal Forseth and Jim Epler. 
Paula McClave joined. Then for Christmas, 
1999, their wives booked them a gig! It was 
the following April at the Club Carlin. They 
practiced! A lot!! They came up with a name. 
The MidLife Chryslers were born!

Epler retired from the band then Mark Moak joined as drummer. Just as they were getting 
going, the death of Bob Snider in March 2001 dealt them a major setback. However, 
the music and the spirit of Bob called them back and the Chryslers re-formed. With the 
additions of Russ Harvey and Cathy Hansen Brown.

In 2006, Mac and Paula left the band; Scott Millikan came on to share lead guitar with 
Russ. Then Cathy departed and Holly Malloy Hanson joined the Chryslers as lead female 
vocalist. In 2008, four horn players joined the band. Aaron Morgenstern on saxophone, 
Steve Patton on trombone, and brothers Doug and Kevin McBride on trumpet.

With the departure of the golden voice of Dr./Colonel Russ Harvey, they searched far and 
wide for a singer.  The Chryslers are excited to announce as of Spring 2016 the addition 
of Chris Smith, music director at Faith Chapel, as male lead vocalist.  And since he lowers 
the average age of the band members, we can still call ourselves “midlife!!”

Free Will Offering for Lutheran Social 
Services of Montana



406.248.7455
www.CTAGROUP.com

There’s a pioneer in all of us.
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CONCESSION VOLUNTEERS:

HOSPITALITY TENT SPONSOR:

Born and raised in Montana where the 
cowboy spirit is still alive, the three 

brothers, John, Joe, and Marty realized a 
desire to bring back the good old western 
music from the days of Roy Rogers, Gene 
Autry, and the silver screen cowboys. For 
eight years they’ve been working on their 
harmony trying to simulate the sound and 
appearance of the Western Music groups of 
that time. They played for the first time for 
a public audience in 2013, and have since 
been playing regularly at the Pollard Hotel 

in Red Lodge. With two guitars, an upright bass, and three part western harmony, their 
traditional sound has been compared to The Sons of the Pioneers and Marty Robbins. They 
are now currently members of the Western Music association.



THANK YOU!
Sponsors and Volunteers

St. John’s is fortunate to have many community 
minded sponsors that help support the St. John’s 

Summer Concert Series. Our free concerts could 
not be done without the generosity of these fine 
people and organizations.  

Please review the ads from the many sponsors 
within this program and join us in saying “thank 
you” for providing free live music in the Billings 
community!

Each week, a different group of volunteers assists 
St. John’s residents who wish to come out and enjoy 
a concert. These groups come from churches, youth 
groups, and scout troops.  

A special “Thank You!” to all these volunteers for 
sharing their time to make these summer concert 
days special for our wonderful residents!
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CONCESSION VOLUNTEERS:

HOSPITALITY TENT SPONSOR:

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
MAGIC CITY BLUES

Guthrie Brown is a young buck, up 
and coming songwriter based out of 

Nashville TN. His songs paint pictures of wild 
western skies as well as colorful love stories. 
His songwriting is always expanding along 
with the sound of his band “The Family Tree”, 
in which there is indeed a family dynamic 
between Guthrie and back up singer/sister, 

Maddy Brown. Though the other band members, John McNally (Guitar), John Ogelby 
(Drums), and Will Honaker (Bass) are not blood related, the musical chemistry between 
the bunch is as dynamic as a family band. Guthrie Brown and the Family Tree have been 
a band since the summer of 2013. Guthrie first released an EP that was recorded in his 
bedroom of a small house in North Nashville in 2012. He went on to release a second EP 
with “The Family Tree” that was collectively produced by Stuart Mathis of The Wallflowers, 
Lucinda Williams and Trey Grey of Ronnie Dunn. This EP was entitled “Spirit of the Elk” and 
can be found on Spotify and iTunes.

VISIT US AT
WWW.SJLMEVENTS.ORG

My Kaywa QR-Code
www.sjlmevents.org

http://kaywa.me/zc0tT

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

Text
CONCERTS to

51555
to get concert

updates & valuable
coupons
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      LOVE RECEIVED AND LOVE GIVEN FULL CIRCLE

The St. John’s Foundation recently received an estate gift of $100,000 
from the Phillip L. and Margaret E. Dawes Trust. The expressed 

intent of this gift is that funds be used to establish an Endowment in their names, and that a 
portion of earnings be exclusively utilized each year for St. John’s Lutheran Ministries employee 
scholarships. Sherry O’Conner, Trustee and niece, wrote: “The employees of St. John’s played an 
important role in providing exceptional quality care for Phil and Marge during their senior years at 
St. John’s. It was the wish of Phil and Marge that this endowment would serve as a ‘thank you’ for their 
professional service and friendship.”  

Prior to becoming residents at Mission Ridge in October, 1999, Phil and Marge lived for decades in Alaska, where they 
were married in 1947. Phil worked for the Bureau of Public Roads in the Juneau area until Alaska achieved Statehood 
in 1959. He then transferred to the newly created Alaska Department of Transportation until retirement in 1978. In 
Territorial days, Marge worked for the Social Security Administration. After Statehood she became the School Lunch 
Director within the Department of Education until retirement in 1977. 

The continuum of care available to residents of Mission Ridge became a valued asset to Phil and Marge. When independent 
living was no longer possible for Phil, Marge testified that he received excellent care from loving staff at St. John’s. Friends 
recall Marge visiting him every day until his death in 2006. That same year Marge transitioned from Mission Ridge to 
assisted living at The Vista, where she expressed gratefulness for excellent care received. Marge was famous for her cross 
stitch talent, which included the creation of elaborate Christmas cards until her death in November of 2015.

The love that Phil and Marge received from caring staff at St. John’s has now come full circle, becoming love given. 
Many employees will benefit from student scholarship funds annually generated by this Endowed gift. Our thanks for 
the generous philanthropy of Phil and Marge Dawes.

   By David Trost, President and CEO

Big shoes to fill, yes indeed. No way am I going to try. Kent Burgess was my mentor, friend and of 
course boss for the last 21 years. What has been accomplished at St. John’s during Kent’s tenure 

of 25 years is nothing short of amazing. More fitting is to take those symbolic shoes and bronze them in my mind to 
appreciate and provide prospective of how St. John’s has transformed over time. However, it will not take shoes for me 
to move forward, it will take boots.

The timing of executive transition is concurrent with increasing pressures and opportunities. Pressures from a 
shrinking workforce, increasing Medicaid subsidies, increasing federal regulations, rising healthcare costs, and an 
aging population. While that doesn’t seem like a lot of fun, there are opportunities that I look forward to attacking 
head on:

• Strengthening our philanthropic efforts to ensure nurturing environments for all.
• Supporting our leaders and volunteers to be present among those we serve to bring hope to all.
• Engaging our community from every vantage point to inspire dignity for all.
• Treating all as family, thus loving all as family.

These opportunities are a framework for me as I look to fulfilling our mission, “to provide living opportunities within 
nurturing environments of hope, dignity, and love.”

While these tenants above are vital to our success, they are no easy task. Will you say “yes” when asked to support the 
poor? Not everyone is comfortable being in accompaniment with the frail, poor, ill, and dying. While dignity for all 
sounds nice, why is there so much hatred in the world? And lastly treating all as family is not easy, just ask my children, 
who I will always love.

I will need my size 7 boots to come close to fitting into those bronze size 11 shoes.
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All ministries of St. John’s are made possible by help of generous supporters and valued partners. During the     2016 
Annual Meeting, recognition and gratefulness was extended to our Business Partner of the Year and Philanthropists 

of the Year.

BUSINESS PARTNER OF THE YEAR

Collaborative partnerships are key to St. John’s evolution and growth in offering 
quality human services and constructing facilities through which to deliver 

those services. Since the mid-1990’s, the Professional Corporation of Moulton 
Bellingham has been an especially valued partner. 

It was then that need first arose for legal assistance with a joint venture aim between 
St. Vincent’s Healthcare and St. John’s. That aim eventually created Missions 
United and the Mission Ridge senior living project. Attorney, John Jones, drafted 
the original organizational documents. Going forward, a true friendship with John 
and the good folks at Moulton Bellingham grew. Within remarks during St. John’s 
Annual Meeting, John affirmed this friendship and stated, “St. John’s has become 
one of Moulton Bellingham’s best business customers; a relationship that began as 

a friendship.” 

Andy Forsythe of Moulton Bellingham has been an equally valued friend and help 
to St. John’s – especially with regard to human resource counsel and first introducing 

Marlene Moran to St. John’s. Marlene went on to faithfully serve for over 15 years as Vice 
President of Human Resources and Culture Development. 

As borrower’s counsel, Moulton Bellingham has assisted with over $100 million of financing and refinancing work 
related to Mission Ridge, the WyndStone, and St. John’s facility projects. Most recently, John Jones helped St. John’s 
convert $55 million of public tax exempt bonds into private placed tax exempt bonds for the purpose of securing a 
more favorable interest rate. 

In gratefulness for skilled counsel in matters of human resourcing and corporate affairs, St. John’s is pleased to honor 
Moulton Bellingham as Business Partner of the Year.

PHILANTHROPISTS OF THE YEAR

Ben and Joei Uselman are counted among the most joyful financial supporters of St. 
John’s Lutheran Ministries for the past quarter century. Their generous hearts have 

led to regular annual fund gifting, Foundation endowment fund gifting, and capital 
campaign gifting. Frequently, before an ask is even made, Ben and Joei appear with gift 
in hand and a smile on their faces. 

As Phase I of the Legacy of Love Capital Campaign reached conclusion in 2015, they 
offered a capstone gift of $15,000 – enough to remodel an entire resident room, thus 
creating a more comfortable home for those whom St. John’s serves. Already, they are 
cheerleaders for Phase II of the Campaign to go forward. 

Ben was a valued member of the St. John’s Foundation Board for many years, including 
service as Board Chair. Both he and Joei are strong advocates of St. John’s commitment to serve 
the growing needs of senior adults. When the idea surfaced to move the Faith Lutheran Church Building 
from Box Elder, Montana, 277 miles to future site for the WyndStone Senior Living project in the Billings Heights, 
Ben and Joei stepped forward with a lead $1,000 gift. When presenting the check Ben told Kent Burgess, “Move that 
church!” The Little White Church is now the “soul” of the emerging WyndStone campus.

In gratefulness for their ongoing advocacy and financial support for the needs of senior adults and related ministries, 
St. John’s is pleased to honor Ben and Joei as Philanthropists of the Year.



There are many ways to give 
to the very worthy Ministries 

of St. John’s. We rely on 
philanthropic support to help us 
meet the varying needs across our 
campus. Have you considered 
gifts of the following types?

 • Gifts of Appreciated Stocks  
  or Bonds

 • Gifts of Home or Farm

 • Gifts of Other Real Estate

 • Gifts of Life Insurance

 • Gift Annuities

 • Bequests

If you are interested in making a 
tax-deductible donation,

please contact the

Foundation at

655-5332
for more information  
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Regionally famous Wilcoxson’s Ice 
Cream which started in Livingston 

and then opened a Billings plant in 1949 
is celebrating its 104th anniversary! That 
was so long ago, no one remembers which 
month in 1912 Carl Wilcoxson started 
selling ice cream! There’s no secret to 
making ice cream,” Wilcoxson said. “It’s a 
matter of using good ingredients and making 
a consistently good product and selling it at a 
reasonable price.” Yellowstone Park was the first and 
best customer back when they first started selling to the public. Before 
refrigerator trucks, they had to use “packers” with cork insulation to keep 
the ice cream from melting.  

Flavors like  Double Chocolate Almond and Cream & Coffee Fudge are 
sinfully delicious and lucky for us made right down the road in Billings and 
Livingston! Our Mission Ridge Senior Living Community goes through 
over 1,000 gallons a year! Maple Nut, Vanilla and Chocolate seem to be 
a few of their most favorite flavors. Stop by the concession stand at the 
Summer Concert Series and you can enjoy one of the many rich homemade 
flavors that have hooked thousands of fans! 

St. John’s is proud to offer a perfect summer concert dessert and partner 
with Wilcoxson’s Ice Cream!  
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WYNDSTONE FAST FACTS
 • 51 Independent Living Apartments

 • 16 Independent Living with Supportive Services 
Apartments

 • 16 Bedroom Assisted Living Cottage (Memory 
Support)

 • 11 Styles of Independent Living Apartments

 • Modern Design

 • Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

 • Fitness Center

 • Heated Garage (optional) & Additional Storage

 • Restaurant Style Dining

 • Transportation

 • Housekeeping/Maintenance/Groundskeeping

 • 24 Hour Emergency Call System

 • Part of St. John’s Life Plan Communities

 • Amazing Views

 • And More!

Opening Summer 2016
Currently Taking Reservations! 

Call 655-7700
WyndStone.org

1260 Sierra Granda Blvd. – far west end of Wicks Lane

Like us on Facebook and
follow our construction progress!
facebook.com/WyndStoneLiving

A partnership between
St. Vincent Healthcare and St. John’s Lutheran Ministries 



3940 Rimrock Road   Billings, MT  59102
(406) 655-5600    Fax: (406) 655-5656

www.sjlm.org

Non-profit 
organization 
US Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 333 
Billings, MT

For a tax deductible donation, an inscription of 
your choosing will be engraved on a granite brick 

to be placed in the Fred & Marie Miller Pavilion on 
the Townsquare. The Townsquare is the location 
for the Summer Concert Series, weddings and 
other special events throughout the year. Proceeds 
from the sale of the bricks will benefit St. John’s 
Lutheran Ministries.

For more information please contact

Mara Flynn at 655-5716
or go to our website

www.sjlm.org
for an order form.


